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ABSTRACT 

This article explores the modalities of accommodation of two 
dialectophones [speakers of a dialect] in the Haut-Valais [this is a regional 
place name], one of whom has lived in Berne, Switzerland for more than 20 
years, the other for several years. By exploiting the notion of repertoire, 
the study focused on the greater or lesser convergence between the original 
varieties of the two informants and the Bearnaise variety of the Germanic 
dialect basing their study on phonetic observations obtained in informal 
conversational situations. The data show that there is no direct correlation 
among the language attitudes, the structure of the social networks of the 
informants and their linguistic behavior. Furthermore, the factors that are 
currently accepted in the literature as influencing language behaviors (age 
and gender) are not confirmed in these data. On the other hand, the 
phenomenon of accommodation seems to be sensitive to the conversational 
context and to the themes raised in the exchange. (Contains 31 references.) 
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Get article explore les modalit6s d’ accomodation de deux dialectophones du Haut- 
Valais 6tablis k Berne depuis plus de 20 ans pour Fun et quelques ann6es pour 
F autre. En exploitant la notion de repertoire, les auteurs 6tudient la plus ou moins 
grande convergence entre les vari6t£s d’origine des deux informateurs et la vari6t6 
bemoise du dialecte al£manique en se basant sur des observables phon6tiques 
obtenus en situation d’entretiens informels. Les donn£es montrent qu’il n’y a pas 
de correlation directe entre les attitudes langagieres, la structure des reseaux 
sociaux des informateurs et leur comportement linguistique. De plus, les facteurs 
couramment admis dans la litterature comme influenpant les comportements 
langagiers (Page et le sexe) ne se verifient pas dans les donn6es. En revanche, le 
phenomene d’accomodation semble etre sensible au contexte conversationnel et 
aux themes abordes dans rechange. 



1. Introduction 

It has been stated that the only persistent fact about language qua parole is 
its ever changing nature. Empirical studies of language change have shown 
that such change is observable in real time over a certain period of time in 
the life of an individual (e.g. Siebenhaar (forthcoming) or Prince, 1987) or 
a community [e.g. Van de Velde et al., 1997; Siebenhaar (forthcoming)] or, 
when real time data are inaccessible or hard to come by, in apparent time 
(e.g. Trudgill, 1974; cf. also Trudgill, 1988). Such global changes usually 
break down into more small-scale changes, intermediate states on the 
continuum from the source variety to the target. The variety of one 
individual may be stable or fossilized at any point on the continuum or 
manifest age-grading. In this paper, we will show the patterns of linguistic 
change in the form of dialect accommodation of two individuals who are 
part of the Usserschwyz corpus. On the basis of these quite contrasting data 
we will make two claims, namely that neither the direction nor the speed of 
change is predictable from attitudes and social network structure and that 
even a fossilized variety may still show considerable internal variation. 
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